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of leader in the region of practical politics; he considered
him to be as little suited to guide the monarchical triad
as his own son and successor. He acted in Hungary and
at Olmlitz under the conviction that he was called by
divine will to be the leader of the monarchical resistance
against the revolution advancing from the West. He was
naturally an idealist, but hardened in the isolation of the
Russian autocracy, and it is wonderful enough that he
retained throughout this idealistic impetus, among all his
experiences, from the Dekabrists onward, and through all
succeeding experiences.

How he felt as regards his position towards his sub-
jects is shown by a circumstance which Frederick William
IV himself related to me. The Emperor Nicholas asked
him to send two corporals of the Prussian guard for the
purpose of performing a certain massage treatment pre-
scribed by the doctors, which was to be carried out on
the back of the patient while he lay on his stomach. He
added: ' I can always manage my Russians when I can
look them in the face, but on my back and without eyes,
I should not like them to come near me/ The corporals
were sent confidentially, and were employed and hand-
somely paid. This shows how, in spite of the religious
devotion of the Russian people to their Czar, the Emper-
or Nicholas did not absolutely trust his personal safety
in a t$te-&-t$te even to the ordinary man among his sub-
jects; and it is a sign of great strength of character that
up to the very end of his life he did not allow himself
to be depressed by these feelings. If we had then had
on the throne a personality with whom he could have felt
the same sympathy as with the young Emperor Francis

Joseph, he would perhaps in the struggle for hegemony in
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